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Dark Matter U is a democratic network guided by the principle 
that we cannot survive and thrive without immediate change 

toward anti-racist models of design education and 
practice. Founded in 2020, we work inside and outside of 

existing systems to challenge, inform, and reorient our 
institutions toward a just future. 

 DEENA DARBY Assoc. AIA, NOMA is an architectural 
designer and community organizer based in New York 

City. 

SOPHIE WESTON CHIEN is a designer-
organizer - she builds liberated spaces 

and communities through social and 
ecological design.

LECTURE SERIES

BEAT SCHENK is a Technical Partner and Director of Detail Design at 
Bjarke Ingels Group in New York, focusing on architectural detailing, 

conceptual technical analysis, code, zoning, life safety and accessibility compliance 
reviews, work plans, project scheduling, building systems research, and construction 

administration. Beat joined BIG as a licensed architect and Senior Project Manager in 2010, 
where he led numerous high profile projects, including the East Side Coastal Resiliency 

(BIG U) and VIA 57 West residential tower in New York, and the Telus Sky Tower in Calgary.

ARCHITECTURE + SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY: ESTABLISHING COMMUNITY 
RESILIENCY AND IDENTITY THROUGH ARCHITECTURE IN THE WAKE OF EXTENUATING CIRCUMSTANCES

Elisa S. Castañeda is the latest Mississippi State University 
recipient of the Aydelott Travel Award. Castañeda 

spent the summer traveling abroad to investigate 
how architects of the twenty-first century 

respond to global crises. Her itinerary 
included the Parque Biblioteca España, 

Christchurch Transitional Cathedral, 
Superkilen Park, and the 

Constitutional Court of South 
Africa.
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